OFFICE OF THE BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT
THE BRONX COUNTY BUILDING
851 GRAND CONCOURSE TEL 718.500-3500

RUBEN DIAZ JR. BRI, HEW rORK 1o+l FAX.718-590-3537
BOROUGH PRESIDENT E-MAIL: rdiazjr@bronxbp.nyc.gov

June 12, 2013

Don Garber

Commissioner

Major League Soccer

420 Fifth Avenue, 7th Floor
New York, New York 10018

Dear Commissioner Garber:

I write to urge Major League Soccer to consider the Bronx, and not Queens, as the home of its newest
franchise, the New York City Football Club.

As reports have made clear, your league’s plans to build a new soccer stadium in Flushing Meadows have
stalled and may not be able to be revived. It would appear that there is little enthusiasm for world class
soccer in Queens.

There’s a much different story in the Bronx. Just this week, a friendly match between the national clubs of
Spain and Ireland brought tens of thousands of visitors from all over the region—if not the world—to
Yankee Stadium. While here, these soccer fans spent money in local businesses and restaurants, bringing
tremendous economic activity to the 161* Street corridor.

If a Major League Soccer franchise were to make its permanent home in our borough, we can replicate
that financial boost, either at 161% Street or elsewhere in the Bronx, more than 20 times a year. Together
with your league, we can also continue to cement the new reputation of the Bronx as a sports mecca. We
are already home to the New York Yankees—who also serve as a part owner of the New York City
Football Club. In the coming years, the Bronx will see the completion of a PGA-level golf course
managed by Donald Trump, a world-class tennis center in Crotona Park and the largest ice center in the
world at the Kingsbridge Armory. Professional soccer would be a perfect complement to these projects.

My office is ready to assist you in this endeavor. Please feel free to reach out to me directly to discuss the
bright future professional soccer can have right here in the Bronx.

I look forward to hearing from you.




