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August 26, 2011   

 
NYC Animal Welfare Agencies Deploy Responders 

in Preparation for Hurricane Irene 
 

Pet owners urged to develop emergency plan 
 
NEW YORK—New York City animal welfare agencies, at the request of the New York City Office of Emergency 
Management (OEM), are mobilizing resources within the OEM’s Animal Planning Task Force to aid in the emergency 
rescue and sheltering of animals in anticipation of Hurricane Irene.  
 
The ASPCA

®
 (The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals

®
), NYC Animal Care & Control (AC&C), the 

Mayor’s Alliance for NYC’s Animals, Bideawee, and NYC Veterinary Emergency Response Team (NYCVERT) are urging 
pet owners to develop an emergency plan in advance to keep their families and pets safe.  These agencies have also 
committed resources that include animal sheltering, veterinary support, search and rescue, supplies, staff, volunteers, and 
transport to provide aid in the days ahead.  
 
“Disasters threaten the safety of people and animals alike, and it’s often too late to create a plan for your pets when you’re 
in the middle of a crisis,” says Tim Rickey, senior director of the ASPCA’s Field Investigations and Response team. “Why 
risk not being prepared for an emergency when all it takes is following some very simple steps?”  
 
The Animal Planning Task Force offers the following tips on emergency preparedness:  

 Always bring pets indoors at the first sign or warning of a storm or disaster. 

 Make sure all pets wear collars and ID tags with up-to-date identification. Micro-chip your pet as a more 
permanent form of identification. 

 Keep a pet emergency kit and supplies handy with items such as medical records, water, pet food and 
medications, and pet first aid supplies. Take this with you if you evacuate. 

 Arrange a safe haven for your pets in the event of evacuation. Do not leave your pets behind. 

 Choose a designated caregiver who can take care of your pet in the event you are unable. 
 
For families who must evacuate, the City’s evacuation centers, as well as its emergency shelters, will be pet friendly, and 
people are encouraged to evacuate with their pets. Low-lying areas of the city that are most at risk for flooding and other 
damage and are designated as “Zone A” low-lying areas in the Coastal Storm Plan include Coney Island and Manhattan 
Beach in Brooklyn, Far Rockaway and Broad Channel in Queens, South Beach, Midland Beach, and other low-lying areas 
on Staten Island, and Battery Park City in Manhattan. For details and updates, please visit the OEM’s website at 
www.NYC.gov/oem, or call 311 to find an evacuation center. 
 
New York City's Office of Emergency Management created the Animal Planning Task Force to develop plans for disasters 
— both natural and otherwise. The task force includes representatives from the ASPCA, the Mayor's Alliance for NYC's 
Animals, Animal Care and Control of NYC, NYC Veterinary Emergency Response Team, the NYC Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH), NYC Department of Parks & Recreation, American Red Cross in Greater New York, 
Bideawee, Humane Society of the United States, Suffolk County Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and 
Veterinary Medical Assistance Team One (VMAT-1). 
 

http://aspca.org/
http://www.nyc.gov/oem


For more information on disaster preparedness and safety tips from the ASPCA, please visit www.aspca.org/pet-
care/disaster-preparedness/. For updates on the impact of Hurricane Irene on the animals in New York City, please visit 
www.aspca.org. 
 

Media Contacts:   
ASPCA: Anita K. Edson, 646-522-5056, anitae@aspca.org  
ASPCA: Emily Schneider, 646-784-5111, emilys@aspca.org  
ASPCA: Bret Hopman, 917-484-1113, breth@aspca.org  
AC&C: Richard P. Gentles, 917-807-7829, rgentles@nycacc.org    
Mayor’s Alliance for NYC’s Animals: Steve Gruber, 917-359-6003, Steve@animalalliancenyc.org  
VERT: Pat Costello, 516-692-8378, patcostello2006@yahoo.com  
Bideawee: Steven Tedder, 518-281-3590, steven.tedder@bideawee.org  
 
About the ASPCA

®
 

Founded in 1866, the ASPCA
®
 (The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals

®
) is the first humane organization 

established in the Americas and serves as the nation’s leading voice for animal welfare. One million supporters strong, the ASPCA’s 
mission is to provide effective means for the prevention of cruelty to animals throughout the United States. As a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
corporation, the ASPCA is a national leader in the areas of anti-cruelty, community outreach and animal health services. The ASPCA, 
which is headquartered in New York City, offers a wide range of programs, including a mobile clinic outreach initiative, its own humane 
law enforcement team, and a groundbreaking veterinary forensics team and mobile animal CSI unit. For more information, please visit 
www.aspca.org.  To become a fan of the ASPCA on Facebook, go to http://www.facebook.com/aspca. To follow the ASPCA on Twitter, 
go to http://www.twitter.com/aspca. 
 
About Animal Care & Control 

Animal Care & Control of New York City (AC&C) is the largest pet organization in the North East, with nearly 40,000 animals rescued 
each year. As a non-profit organization since 1995, AC&C has been responsible for New York City’s municipal shelter system; 
rescuing, caring for and finding loving homes for homeless and abandoned animals in New York City. AC&C facilities operate in all five 
boroughs to service all NYC communities. 
 
About the Mayor’s Alliance for NYC’s Animals

®
 

The Mayor’s Alliance for NYC’s Animals, Inc., founded in 2002 and powered by Maddie’s Fund®, The Pet Rescue Foundation, with 
support from the ASPCA, is a coalition of more than 150 animal rescue groups and shelters working with Animal Care & Control of New 
York City (AC&C) to end the killing of healthy and treatable cats and dogs at AC&C shelters. To achieve that goal, the Alliance, a 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation, helps its Alliance Participating Organizations (APOs) work to their highest potential to increase pet 
adoptions and spay/neuter rates, with the goal of transforming New York City into a no-kill community by 2015. 
www.AnimalAllianceNYC.org. 

 
About New York City Veterinary Emergency Response Team   

New York City Veterinary Emergency Response Team is a volunteer group of veterinarians and animal health professionals dedicated 
to the support of New York City's working and companion animals in times of disaster. 
 
About Bideawee 

Bideawee, which means “stay awhile,” in Scottish, is one of the country’s oldest and most respected animal welfare and pet adoption 
organizations. Founded in 1903 by Mrs. Flora Kibbe, Bideawee has been providing shelter, care and compassion to homeless animals 
in helping them to find their forever homes for over 100 years. 
 
Bideawee is a not-for-profit 501( c ) 3 humane animal organization and 100% of Bideawee’s funding comes from private sources. For 
more information visit: www.bideawee.org.  
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