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March 2, 2012

Judge Roann L. Mann
United States District Court
Eastern District of New York
22 Cadman Plaza East
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Dear Judge Mann:

This letter is to alert you to our concerns, and the concerns of all 1.4 million residents of the
Bronx, regarding any proposed Congressional redistricting proposal that would dilute the
Bronx’s representation in the United States Congress.

As per the 2010 Census, the Bronx has seen significant growth in its population, especially
among our Black and Latino populations. Given that, it would be appropriate—if not expected—
that the Bronx would see its representation in the United States Congress expanded, rather than
diminished.

However, various discussions on new Congressional lines have focused on carving up the Bronx
into multiple smaller pieces, in order to benefit the political leadership of any other county.

Over the past few years, the elected leadership of the Bronx has been united as never before, and
we remain united on the issue of redistricting. It is unacceptable that the population of the Bronx
would be potentially split among two new districts in an effort to make up for population losses
among Voting Rights Act affected communities in other counties.

With that in mind, our current Voting Rights Act district, represented by Rep. Jose Serrano, must
be respected and remain wholly within the Bronx. In addition, both Rep. Serrano and Rep. Eliot
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Engel are lifelong Bronxites who have represented parts of our borough for their entire careers. If
the Bronx were to lose their collective seniority in Washington—and the clout that comes with
it—it would do our borough tremendous harm.

New congressional district lines should mirror the success that has occurred in the Bronx, and
not dilute our political influence for the benefit of other counties. Emerging new and well-
established communities should not be divided to dilute their growing electoral power.

The people of the Bronx have a right to be able to determine who their representatives will be,
and their will should not be subjugated through the political machinations of any other county.

Sincerely,
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