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borough President Diaz 
Outlines ‘Master Plan’ For
bronx Redevelopment

I  n February, to a full crowd at Harry S.  
Truman High School in Co-op City, Bronx

  Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. deliv-
ered his third annual “State of the Borough”
Address. During his speech, the borough 
president highlighted his administration’s
accomplishments during this past year and
announced several initiatives his office will
pursue in the upcoming year.
“While these projects are scattered across the
borough, they work together to move the 
Bronx in a positive direction. We are enact-
ing our conceptual ‘master plan,’” said
Borough President Diaz. “We are balancing
the needs of individual neighborhoods with
the needs of the entire borough, and our
development agenda is moving forward 
because we are attentive to those concerns.”
One of those initiatives is the development
of the Kingsbridge Armory into a center for
economic growth - one of the projects on the top
of the borough president’s list since he first
took office in 2009. In January, Borough Presi-
dent Diaz and Mayor Bloomberg jointly an-
nounced a new RFP for this historic structure,
one that allows developers to pursue a wide
range of potential uses for the site.

“The future development of the Kingsbridge
Armory will serve as the foundation for the
revitalization of the Northwest Bronx, in ways
that a retail mall never could,” said Bronx
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. “I am con-
fident that, working together with this admini-
stration, we can and will bring a new tenant
- and living wage jobs - to this highly valuable
and unique Bronx asset.”

Borough President Diaz also emphasized his
commitment for a greener, healthier Bronx,
reiterating his administration’s policy not to
fund any new projects unless they comply
with “green” standards of industry. One of
the main “green” projects Borough President
Diaz focused on is the introduction of Smith
Electric to the borough. This past year, the
manufacturer chose the Bronx as its new
home, relocating from Missouri.

Smith Electric has already found a purchaser
in FreshDirect, one of the most recent major
corporations to settle in the Bronx. Borough
President Diaz noted that his office has signed
a strong written agreement with FreshDirect,
one that will secure jobs for Bronx residents, a
greener environment, and other concessions.

“Not only will FreshDirect bring 3,000 total
jobs to the Bronx, they will expand their busi-
ness to neighborhoods across the borough.
Over the next five years, FreshDirect plans to
convert their entire delivery fleet to a cleaner,
greener one,” said Borough President Diaz.
“This is an unqualified victory for the Bronx.”

The borough president highlighted several
other successful economic ventures the Bronx
has experienced in the past year, including
a plan that will complete the revitalization of
the West Farms neighborhood as well as the
genesis of a long-term deal that will maintain
Hunts Point’s status as the premiere produce
market in the world, right here in the Bronx.
Borough President Diaz also mentioned his
continued support of the borough’s small 
business community, noting that the Bronx
Overall Economic Development Corporation
offered assistance to more than 1,000 small
businesses in the borough last year.

Improving education in the Bronx is also one
of Borough President Diaz’s top priorities. The
Borough President spoke about the Bronx’s
first Education Summit, “From Cradle to 
Career,” which was held last fall. The paper

was issued in March, covering a wide variety
of education topics that face the Bronx and
the entire City.

In addition, Borough President Diaz made
it clear that increasing the health of Bronx
residents is also at the top of his agenda, and
announced that a “Bronx Health Summit”
will be taking place next year.

“Like our economic development and
education summits before it, this event will
bring together the best minds on health and
wellness from across the nation to devise a
comprehensive plan to put the Bronx on the
right track,” Borough President Diaz said.
The borough president closed his speech
emphasizing the importance of harmony
among all Bronx elected officials, businesses,
community groups, non-profit organizations,
and neighbors to make the borough a better
place to live.

“We have a great Bronx team right here, our
own version of the New York Yankees or the
Super Bowl champion New York Giants. 
Together, as a team, we will move the Bronx
forward into a new age of success. And 
together, as a team, we will win.”

In Third ‘State of the Borough,’ Borough President Diaz Highlights Economic Growth

From

In May, Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., together with Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, City Councilman Jimmy Vacca and Congressman Eliot Engel, joined Prestige Properties at the ceremonial
groundbreaking of the Mall at Bay Plaza in Co-op City. The 780,000-square-foot enclosed mall is one of the largest projects currently underway in the borough and will create more than 2,000 con-
struction jobs and more than 1,700 permanent jobs. The Mall at Bay Plaza will be the first enclosed fashion mall in the New York City area in almost 40 years. It is slated to open by next spring.

On January 9, 2014, The Empire State Building was lit up in blue, orrange and white, the official colors of our 
borough, as Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. was joined by officials as well and community leaders 
for his inauguration ceremony and the official kick off to Bronx County’s year-round centennial celebration. 
The ceremony featured the swearing-in of the Borough President and the entire Bronx City Council delegation. 
Bronx County was created in 1914. 
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Our Next 100 Years
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.  
celebrates Inauguration and the 

Bronx Centennial kickoff
On January 9, 2014, Bronx Borough President Ruben 

Diaz Jr. was joined by elected officials as well as business 
and community leaders for his inauguration ceremony 
and the official kick off to Bronx County’s year-round 
centennial celebration. 

The ceremony featured the swearing-in of the Borough 
President and the entire Bronx City Council delega-
tion, a historical nod to the first swearing in that took 
place when Bronx County was created in 1914. Those 
attending were also encouraged to use the hashtag 
#bronx100 to discuss the event on social media, a nod 
to the technology of today.

“Today is a historic day. Not only is it the ceremonial 
start of my second term as Borough President of this 
great borough I love, but we are also marking a major 
milestone as we celebrate the first 100 years of Bronx 
County.  It is our time to shine and let the world know 
that the Bronx is rich in history, culture and diversity 
and this is what we are going to showcase in our year-
long celebration,” said Bronx Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. at the event. 

“The centennial affords us an opportunity to look two 
ways.  We look back 100 years to the origin of the Bronx 
County and the progress we have made since then.  We 
look forward to using our past advance as a springboard 
to the future,” said Bronx Historian Lloyd Ultan.

During the ceremony, Borough President Diaz and 
the Bronx Chamber of Commerce also unveiled a 
commemorative plaque celebrating the centennial. 

“The Bronx’s Centennial could not have come at a 
better time.  What has been accomplished in the area 
of economic development in just the last five years will 
insure that the next 100 years provide our residents and 
businesses with a community where residents can work 
in their borough, receive excellent education and health 
care, our businesses will thrive, while tourists and visi-
tors can shop and visit our sports many diverse sports 
venues throughout,” said Bronx Overall Economic 
Development Corporation President Marlene Cintron.

“This is an exciting time to be in The Bronx! The 
entire year will be dedicated to celebrating the last 100 
years that have brought us to where we are today and 
we are anxious to share that with the world,” said Bronx 
Tourism Council Executive Director Olga Luz Tirado.

In addition, tonight the Empire State Building is lit 
in the colors of the Bronx flag to honor the 100th an-

niversary celebration of the creation of Bronx County.
Also, as part of the celebration, the office of Borough 

President Diaz partnered with the Legislative Gazette 

to produce a special edition celebrate The Bronx and 
its centennial. A PDF of that publication can be read 
at: http://on.nyc.gov/1adg7QY
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Ruben Diaz Jr.

BOROUGH PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF THE BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT

The Bronx County Building 

  851 Grand Concourse 

Bronx, New York 10451

June 2012

Dear Bronxite: 

We are doing great work in the Bronx. In partnership with our elected officials, community

boards, neighborhood organizations, educational and business communities and all Bronxites

together,  my office has put forth a strong new agenda for the future of our borough—a vision

that continues to bear fruit each and every day. 

New businesses are making their home in the Bronx, and our existing businesses are growing

like never before. We have seen a boom not just in economic development but in housing, in

education, in the green economy and across all aspects of life in our borough. 

I want to share that vision with you. In this publication we have showcased the many victories

that our borough has seen in recent years, while also outlining a path forward to success in the

future.  

I cannot do it alone. I need all of you, as “One Bronx,” to join us in our efforts to make this

borough an even better place to live, to work and to raise a family. 

I couldn’t be more proud to call this thriving borough my home, and to have served as your

borough president since 2009. I would love to hear your thoughts on the future of the Bronx, and

encourage you to contact me at webmail@bronxbp.nyc.gov. 

Sincerely,

Ruben Diaz Jr.
Bronx Borough President

TEL: 718-590-3500 

FAX: 718-590-3537 
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In April, the Fair Wages for New Yorkers
Act, legislation that grew out of an historic

citywide campaign for living wage jobs
and economic justice and was championed
by Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.,
passed the New York City Council by a
wide margin of 44-5, drawing praise from
elected officials, labor leaders, faith lead-
ers, and business owners.

The campaign spawned a highly visible and
vocal movement that engaged thousands
of New Yorkers and led to overwhelming 
support for the legislation across the political
spectrum—74% of voters overall, according
to a recent Quinnipiac University poll, with
60 % percent of Republicans saying it is 
government’s responsibility to ensure
workers are paid a decent wage.

Under the terms of the legislation, any pri-
vate development project directly accept-
ing $1 million or more in taxpayer subsidies
must pay employees a living wage of $10/
hour with supplemental health benefits
or $11.50/hour without benefits. The Fair
Wages for New Yorkers Act, co-sponsored
by Council Members Oliver Koppell and
Annabel Palma and introduced at the be-
hest of Borough President Diaz, reforms the
city’s taxpayer-funded economic develop-
ment programs, which have failed to create
good jobs for New Yorkers over the past
decade because, until now, they lacked
enforceable wage standards of any kind.

“For too long, major development projects
have taken heavily from the taxpayer’s
wallets while providing only poverty-wage
jobs. The ‘Fair Wages for New Yorkers’ Act
will guarantee that, when major develop-
ers take city dollars they will do right by
their employees and taxpayers. “This legis-
lation will fundamentally improve the way
business is conducted here,” said Bronx
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.

After billions of public dollars spent on
poverty-wage jobs, this legislation will put
an end to that costly failure and fundamen-
tally transform the city’s approach to job
creation and economic development. At a
time of rising poverty and strained public
resources, the living wage legislation is an
act of fiscal responsibility and fundamental
fairness: it establishes strong wage stan-
dards for jobs created via subsidized eco-
nomic development projects, giving low-
wage New Yorkers and taxpayers alike
a boost. It will cover projects overseen by
the largest urban economic development
agency in the United States, New York
City’s Economic Development Corporation
(EDC), and will have a far-reaching impact
on thousands of future jobs in the city.

“We are proud to have played a lead role
in building the living wage movement and
shaping this legislation. The city needs to
create higher-wage jobs, not poverty-wage
jobs. Passage of this legislation is a major

triumph for working people, for democracy,
and for our city. It is a significant step toward
reducing inequality and poverty in our city,”
said Stuart Appelbaum, President of the
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store
Union (RWDSU, UFCW).

“I am pleased with the passage of the living
wage bill.  This legislation will benefit the 
city by reducing dependency on government
programs increasing consumer spending 
and adding to our tax revenue,” said City 
Council Member G. Oliver Koppell. 

“It’s been a long journey to get here, but with
the help of all of our partners, I believe we
have succeeded in producing landmark
legislation that will immediately help to
improve the lives of hundreds of working
New Yorkers,” said Council Member An-
nabel Palma.

Though Mayor Bloomberg has vetoed the
legislation, advocates are confident that
the City Council will override the mayor
and see the bill passed.

“This is an incredibly popular piece of leg-
islation, one that has the potential to give
City residents a chance to provide a better
way of life for their families. I look forward
to both the City Council’s override of this
veto and to the day the ‘Fair Wages for
New Yorkers’ Act becomes law,” said Bronx
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.

aFteR HistORic caMPaign anD MOveMent, LanDMaRk  
Living Wage LegisLatiOn Passes neW YORk citY cOunciL
Diverse Supporters Praise Legislation as Much-Needed Reform that Will Strengthen 
the Local Economy and Put an End to the City’s Costly Failure to Create Good Jobs

borough President Diaz tours the Former site
of the stella D’oro cookie Factory

On Friday, March 23, Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. joined Congressman Eliot Engel, City Council
Member G. Oliver Koppell and Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz on a tour of the former site of the Stella D’oro
cookie factory in Kingsbridge. The tour, led by developer Joseph Farkas of Metropolitan Realty Associates,

outlined the impending “Riverdale Crossing” retail development that is slated to occupy the site.

BOROUGH PRESIDENT DIAZ DELIVERS HIS
FIFTH ‘STATE OF THE BOROUGH’ ADDRESS

BP Diaz highlights the continued advancement of his ‘New Bronx’ agenda 
In February, before a packed house at 

Hostos Community College, Bronx Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz Jr. delivered 
his fifth annual “State of the Borough” 
address, highlighting his continued 
agenda for a “New Bronx” as well as the 
growth of the borough since 2009.

“Over the past four years, The Bronx 
has taken major steps forward in all 
categories, from job creation to crime 
reduction and everywhere in between,” 
said Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. “During the next four years we will 
continue to implement our aggressive 
agenda, and bring responsible develop-
ment to every corner of the borough. 
That is the ‘New Bronx.’”

Since 2009, The Bronx has seen $5.768 
billion in total development, the cre-
ation of more than 13,000 in new units 
of housing and more than 14,000 new 
jobs created. Borough President Diaz 
highlighted several specific projects, 
including the new retail mall at Bay Pla-
za, the relocation of FreshDirect to the 
Harlem Rail Yards and the forthcoming 
golf course at Ferry Point Park.

Borough President Diaz also highlight-
ed the redevelopment of the Kingsbridge 
Armory into the Kingsbridge National 
Ice Center, a project that will bring the 
greatest ice sports complex in the United 
States to the Northwest Bronx.

“This project will bring $300 million in 
private development funds, living wage 
jobs and the strongest possible communi-
ty benefits agreement ever written to our 
borough,” said Borough President Diaz in 
the speech. That, ladies and gentlemen, 
is ‘planning with a purpose.’ That, ladies 
and gentlemen, is the ‘Diaz Doctrine.’”

During his speech, Borough Presi-
dent Diaz also discussed the continued 
decrease The Bronx has seen regarding 
crime statistics, noting that the borough 
is safer than ever. In 2013 the borough’s 
murder rate dropped 27 percent, shooting 
incidents fell 25 percent and shooting 
victims were down 30 percent.

Noting that The Bronx is safer than 
many major cities, Borough President 
Diaz called on his fellow Bronxites to 

continue their work to change the out-
dated narrative of The Bronx, and focus 
on the story of the “New Bronx.”

“But we have to rewrite outdated narra-
tives,” said Borough President Diaz. “We 
have to think differently. If a politician 
in Paris decides to use our hometown to 
make a cheap political point, or a tour 
operator twists facts to make a quick buck, 
we will set the record straight. That is the 
‘New Bronx.’”

Borough President Diaz also highlight-
ed his support for new transit projects 
in The Bronx, including ferry service in 
Soundview and the expansion of Metro 
North service to the East Bronx. That 

plan, which would bring new stations to 
Co-op City, Morris Park, Parkchester and 
Hunts Point, is his administration’s high-
est priority, said Borough President Diaz.

“Let me be crystal clear,” said Bor-
ough President Diaz, “nothing is more 
important than making this long held 
vision a reality.”

The borough president closed by not-
ing that 2014 is the centennial of Bronx 
County, using the occasion to discuss the 
history of the borough, it’s continued 
redevelopment and rebranding, and how 
the “New Bronx” can only become a re-
ality through shared effort and sacrifice.

“Over the next four years, we will go 

even further,” said Borough President 
Diaz. “We will build on this strong foun-
dation, so that 100 years from now, when 
our successors observe the bicentennial 
of this county, they will look back at our 
work and see it as a watershed moment.” 

Borough President Diaz added, “They 
will look back and see a time when the 
people of this borough—regardless of race, 
gender, creed, sexual orientation—came 
together with a common cause, a common 
dream, and worked as ‘One Bronx’ to 
develop the ‘New Bronx.’ Our Bronx.”A 
complete copy of Borough President Diaz’s 
2014 “State of the Borough” can be found 
at http://on.nyc.gov/1fAgbsu.

Borough President Diaz delivers his fifth State of the Borough Address to a capacity crowd 
at Hostos Community College, highlighting his “New Bronx” agenda.

In April, New York City Department 
of Transportation (DOT) Commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg, NYPD Chief of Trans-
portation Thomas Chan, Bronx Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. and others, 
announced that the Grand Concourse 
would be the second in a series of 25 
Arterial Slow Zones to be installed on 
major streets across the city.

Traffic signals along the Grand Con-
course are now synchronized to reduce 
dangerous speeding along the 5.2 mile 
corridor from E. 140th Street to Mosho-
lu Parkways that has seen 12 fatalities, 
including seven pedestrians, between 
2008 and 2012.

Through a combination of improved 
signal timing to discourage speeding, 
distinctive signage and increased enforce-
ment by the NYPD, the announcement 
continued the expansion of the arterial 
slow zone program, and other efforts by 
DOT and its partners to prevent traffic 
fatalities and improve safety on New 
York City streets. 

“I’m pleased to announce that the next 
stop for the Arterial Slow Zone program 
will be the Grand Concourse, where long 
crosswalks and high speeds have been a 
fact of life for too many residents in the 
Bronx,” said DOT Commissioner Trotten-
berg. “We’re bringing innovative safety 
changes like these to the Concourse, to 
Atlantic Avenue and other major streets 
to deter dangerous speeding and deadly 
crashes, as we work to make these arterials 
and every New York City street safer for 
all New Yorkers.”

“Vision Zero is a commitment made 

for safer streets and roadways by our 
Mayor Bill de Blasio.  The epidemic of 
traffic fatalities and injuries are unaccept-
able,” said NYPD Chief of Transportation 
Thomas Chan.  “Our city agencies are 
working hard to achieve these ends.  
Speeding motorists must slow down, 
drivers must yield to pedestrians who 
have the right of way.  Pedestrians must 
use caution and don’t assume that drives 

always see you.”
The Arterial Slow Zone program – one 

of 63 proposals included in the Vision 
Zero report released in February – will 
lower posted speed limits from 30 to 25 
m.p.h. on streets that have seen some 
of highest numbers of fatalities and se-
rious injuries. Citywide, arterials make 
up only 15 percent of total mileage but 
have accounted for some 60 percent of 

pedestrian fatalities.
“A safer Bronx is a better Bronx. This 

slow zone along the Grand Concourse 
will undoubtedly save lives, and we are 
grateful as a borough to Commissioner 
Trottenberg and the de Blasio admin-
istration for bringing the principles of 
‘Vision Zero’ to one of our most trafficked 
thoroughfares,” said Bronx Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr.

BP Diaz announces ‘Vision Zero’ initiative for Grand Concourse

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. puts up a jump shot during Bronx Week 2014’s celebrity basketball game, 
which took place on Saturday, May 10 at the world-famous Gauchos Gymnasium in Mott Haven. The game was part 
of the “Community Board Athletic Leadership League,” or C-BALL, initiative. More information about C-BALL can be 
found at c-ball.org.
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“I am extremely happy that the City Council has approved the establishment of the Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District.  As I mentioned in my recent “State of the Borough,” my administration has thrown
its support behind this BID and its commitment to make this area a premier shopping district. Westchester
Square is one of the most important commercial strips in the Bronx, and each day it brings thousands of resi-
dents, students, and visitors to its confines to shop, eat, and converse with their neighbors.

“I want to thank the members of the BID Steering Committee, property owners, and merchants for their
commitment to the Bronx in establishing this BID and look forward to working with them to insure the future
vibrancy and economic vitality of this
commercial district,” said Bronx Borough
President Ruben Diaz Jr.

borough President Diaz Lauds city council’s 
approval of the Westchester square biD

During Bronx Week 2012 in May, 
Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.
honored the borough’s most fabulous 

seniors at the Second Annual Senior 
Sweet Shoppe, held at the Dreiser Loop

Community Center in Co-op City. Borough
President Diaz joined in the fun with 

seniors as danced along to the “pepper-
mint twist,” the “mashed potato” and the
“swim” at the old-fashioned sock hop.

BOEDC - The Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation
Helping hundreds of new and expanding companies take advantage of the unique benefits of The Bronx

We’ll Work With You One-on-One To:

• Identify the ideal site for your new Bronx business

• Find low-cost financing for acquisition or expansion

• Maximize federal, state, and city incentives

• Tap energy discounts

• Find the right employees

SBA 504 loans available through BOEDC’s subsidiary , the Business Initiative Corporation of New York

Call 718-590-6252 or E-mail: info@boedc.org

The Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation
851 Grand Concourse, Suite 123, Bronx, New York 10451 • Fax 718-590-3499

The Bronx
Overall
Economic
Development
Corporation

BOROUGH PRESIDENT DIAZ RELEASES 
ANNUAL DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Highlights Over $5.7 Billion in Total Bronx Development Since 2009
In February, Bronx Bor-

ough President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
released his annual develop-
ment report, highlighting the 
total development seen in The 
Bronx not just during the past 
year, but since he first took 
office in 2009.

The report notes that, in to-
tal, The Bronx has seen $5.768 
billion in total development 
in all categories since 2009, 
when Borough President Diaz 
first took office. In 2013 alone, 
The Bronx saw more than $894 
million in new development. 
The report came on the heels 
of Borough President Diaz’s 
annual “State of the Borough” 
address, in which he outlined 
his vision for the “New Bronx” 
and discussed the ongoing 
growth of the borough’s econ-
omy.

“The ‘New Bronx’ is more 
than just rhetoric, it’s a move-
ment,” said Borough President 
Diaz. “Our borough is seeing 
unprecedented new levels of 
development, with major new 
projects on the horizon and 
even bigger ideas ready to take 

especially like to thank our great 
Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr., whose leadership has helped 
us advance the development 
and financial prosperity of 
the Bronx,” said Lenny Caro, 
President & CEO of the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce.

“Working with partners like 
the Bronx Overall Economic 
Development Corporation, 
the New York City Economic 

flight. That is the ‘New Bronx.’”
The report notes other de-

velopment highlights from 
2013, including a total of 
$601 million in residential 
development, $171 million in 
institutional development and 
$121 million in commercial de-
velopment across the borough.

“The Bronx has come a long 
way and our Borough con-
tinues to flourish with new 
development. I am delighted 
that The Bronx is making its 
mark and this is thanks to 
the hard work of our Borough 
President who understands the 
importance of bringing new 
projects to help strengthen our 
economy and create jobs for 
our residents,” said Marlene 
Cintron, President of the Bronx 
Overall Economic Develop-
ment Corporation.

“The Bronx will truly ben-
efit from these developments 
generating much needed eco-
nomic activity.  These projects 
are responsible for commerce, 
job creation, and revenue for 
our great borough.   The Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce would 

Development Corporation, 
the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce and others, my office 
will continue to implement 
its ‘New Bronx’ agenda, one 
that focuses on ‘planning with 
a purpose’ and responsible 
development,” said Borough 
President Diaz. 

To read the complete re-
port, visit http://on.nyc.gov
/1pkMnYS.

On Friday, June 6, Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. toured the forthcoming 
“Mall at Bay Plaza” near Co-op City. Here, Borough President Diaz looks out at 
the construction from the mall’s second deck. The new mall will be anchored by 
a Macy’s, and is slated to open in August.

As one of the many events cel-
ebrating the centennial of Bronx 
County, Bronx Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr. has announced that 
his office will showcase the artwork 
of lifelong Bronx resident Daniel 
Hauben throughout 2014.

Daniel Hauben, a resident of Van 
Cortlandt Village who has been 
acclaimed as perhaps the Borough’s 
most versatile and prolific painter, 
has been painting for the past 25 
years.  Mr. Hauben, known for being 
a landscape painter, works with oil 
paint and chalk pastels to depict what 
it means to live in this world though 
his artwork. As a painter he has 
traveled to numerous countries and 
parts of the United States to capture 
both the beauty and fragility in both 
a natural and urban environment.  

Daniel Hauben will be showcasing 
his exhibit, titled ‘Bronx Works,’ at 
the executive office of the Bronx 
Borough President throughout 2014. 
The exhibit includes a full scale re-
production on canvas of his famous 
17-foot homage to the Bronx enti-
tled “Bronx Vortex.” This enormous 
painting captures a panoramic view 
and the essence of the Bronx’s Ford-
ham Road and Grand Concourse.  At 
this exhibit you will also find other 
paintings by that artist that illustrates 
the Bronx in its everyday life.

“Daniel Hauben is a true artist. The 
Bronx is full of life and diversity and 
Daniel Hauben captures that spirit in 
his art,” said Borough President Diaz. 
“One of my favorite paintings from 
his ‘Bronx Works’ exhibit is titled 
‘Bronx Vortex’ which is a panoramic 
view of the well known Fordham 

Exhibition of Daniel Hauben’s artwork as part of Bronx Centennial celebration

Road and Grand Concourse inter-
section.  I invite everyone to stop 
by my office to view Mr. Hauben’s 
extraordinary work.”

“It is an honor to have my work 
displayed on the walls of The Bronx 

Borough President’s office as part of 
the Bronx’s year long centennial cel-
ebration,” said Daniel Hauben. “The 
Bronx is such a beautiful, colorful 
place that it’s easy to make come to 
life on my canvas.” 

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. and artist Daniel Hauben, a resident of Van Cortlandt Village, survey Hauben’s 
“Bronx Vortex” at the Borough President’s office. The piece is part of an ongoing art exhibit celebrating the centennial of 
Bronx County. 

To view Daniel Hauben’s exhibit, 
“Bronx Works,” please visit our office 
located at 851 Grand Concourse, Room 
301, Bronx, NY 10451. More informa-
tion about the artist can be found at 
his website, www.danielhauben.com.
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FreshDirect expands  
service to the bronx
Online Grocer Now Accepts Orders From All Bronx Zip Codes; FreshDirect Wins USDA Approval To 
Launch Food Stamp Pilot Program; Initiative Could Lead To Food Stamp Policy Change

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. has announced the 
introduction of the Health Impact Statement resolution into 

the City Council. Introduced by City Council Member Helen Diane 
Foster at the behest of Borough President Diaz, the Health Impact 
Assessment Resolution calls for a new citywide policy guarantee-
ing that significant health related analysis will occur prior to 
planning, zoning, and development.  

The policy would ensure that new development does not have an 
adverse impact on the health and well-being of neighborhoods 
across the City. The Health Impact Statement assessment would 
evaluate health impacts and outcomes not currently addressed by 
Environmental Impact Assessments.

“My administration, together with our City Council delegation, has 
taken steps toward making our building stock more environmentally- 
friendly and now more health conscious. I believe that together, we  
can determine how the utilization of these policies will lead to improved 
health outcomes not just here in the Bronx, but across the City,” said 
Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.  Borough President Diaz first 

mentioned the importance of health impact assessments during his 
State of the Borough address last year and on January 10, 2012, 
Borough President Diaz hosted the Bronx’s first Health Impact 
Assessment planning meeting at Hostos Community College.   

In the meeting representatives from government, education, health, 
and not-for-profit agencies, highlighted how the well-being of com-
munities is determined by a wide range of economic, social, and 
environmental influences, and discussed how the utilization of the 
Health Impact Assesment will lead to improving health among 
Bronx residents. 

The Health Impact Assessment Resolution also calls for increased 
collaboration between the Department of City Planning, the Economic 
Development Corporation, and the Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene, to ensure that health is regularly taken into account in 
development-related decision-making. 

For more information about the Health Impact Statement Assesment, 
visit www.bronxboropres.nyc.gov.

borough President Diaz announces  
the introduction of the Health impact  

statement initiative into the city council

FreshDirect has announced that it is now  
accepting delivery orders from every zip  

code in the Bronx, expanding access to fresh,  
healthy groceries.
 
Earlier this year, FreshDirect partnered with 
Governor Cuomo, Mayor Bloomberg, and 
Borough President Diaz to announce that the 
leading fresh food Internet grocer will invest 
$112.6 million to build its new headquarters 
at Harlem River Yard.
 
The move will create 1,000 new jobs to support  
our continued growth over time and will retain 
2,000 existing jobs. In addition, the actual 
construction of the new headquarters will 
create approximately 684 construction jobs.
 
FreshDirect has also secured approval for a 
novel pilot program that it hopes will result 
in changing a federal policy that currently 
keeps food stamp recipients from using their  
benefits to purchase groceries over the Internet.  
This pilot program will enable food stamp re- 
cipients at a few Bronx locations to purchase 
groceries from FreshDirect and will enable 
the company to identify regulatory modifications 
that may need to be made to the Electronic 
Benefits Transfer, the system that supports 
food stamp transactions.
 
FreshDirect agreed to expand its service to 
the Bronx, and to accept EBT, as part of an 
agreement the company signed with Bor-
ough President Diaz and the Bronx Overall 
Economic Development Corporation. The 
company has also made commitments on 
local hiring and acquiring a greener, clean-
er delivery fleet.

 “Throughout the relocation process, Fresh-
Direct has been focused on the needs of Bronx 
residents, so much so that the company signed 
a comprehensive MOU with my office out- 
lining their commitment to the Bronx on service 
expansion, accepting food stamps, local hiring  
and other key concerns,” said Borough Presi- 
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. “This announcement shows  

that FreshDirect is ready to live up to those 
commitments ahead of schedule, years 
before making the Bronx their official home.  
I am pleased with FreshDirect’s plans to  
expand its delivery zones to every corner 
of the borough. Ultimately, this move will 
offer residents increased healthy grocery 
options.”

Last July, Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. and State Senator Jeff Klein co-sponsored the 
Bronx’s annual Independence Day celebration at Orchard Beach. Here, Borough President Diaz 
and State Senator Klein join Assemblyman Marcos Crespo, Assemblyman Carl Heastie and State 
Senator Diane Savino in showing their patriotism at the event, which is attended by thousands  
of Bronxites and features music and fireworks.
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In May, the Museum of the City of New York’s education department unveiled 
its new school program “Bronx Tales: A History of the Borough.” 

This event is a proud partnership between the Museum of the City of New York 
and the Bronx Borough President’s Office, and is being launched to coincide with 
the ongoing celebration of the centennial of The Bronx.

Through the program, students will learn about the rich history of the Bronx 
by analyzing sources such as maps, photographs, music and more! Students will 
investigate themes such as: famous places, notable people from The Bronx, trans-
portation and infrastructure, parks, and art and culture. Participants will create a 
map documenting their findings to showcase a comprehensive understanding of 
the borough to honor its 100th birthday as a county of its own.

“My office is proud to partner with the Museum of the City of New York on this 
wonderful new program highlighting the great history of The Bronx. This year is the 
centennial of Bronx County, and in partnership with the Museum we can provide 
our students with this wonderful opportunity to learn more about the history of 
their hometown. I encourage all Bronx schools to take advantage of this fantastic 
program, and I am incredibly grateful that the Museum of the City of New York has 
joined our centennial celebrations in such a tremendous way,” said Bronx Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. 

For more information about this program and how to get your students and 
school involved, email schoolprograms@mcny.org or visit mcny.org.

In March, Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. released a new report outlining 
the positive effects the future redevelopment of the Special Harlem River Waterfront 
District will have on The Bronx.

As noted in the report, the redevelopment of the Special Harlem River Waterfront 
District (SHRWD)—located between East 138th and East 149th Streets—will bring no 
less than $500 million in new development to The Bronx, creating more than 3,500 
new jobs and more than 1,500 new units of housing of all types.

“The Special Harlem River Waterfront District has the potential to totally transform 
an underutilized section of The Bronx while also creating new waterfront recre-
ation opportunities for the entire borough. This report outlines many of the ways 
this development could help our continued efforts to build the ‘New Bronx,’ and 
will spark even more interest in the future of our waterfront,” said Bronx Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr.

“This district is ripe for developers and small businesses alike to create a thriv-
ing, new community just a stop away from Manhattan. I look forward to working 
with all interested parties to bring new life to the Special Harlem River Waterfront 
District,” said Marlene Cintron, President of the Bronx Overall Economic Devel-
opment Corporation.

In February, Borough President Diaz discussed the future of the SHRWD in his 
annual “State of the Borough” address. 

“Given all of this new development, we have to do more to influence growth. That 
means continuing to implement our conceptual master plan for the redesign of The 
Bronx. That means smart, sensible planning—planning with a purpose—that makes 
the most of our available amenities. It is time for the creation of a new waterfront 
district along the Harlem River between 138th and 149th Streets, one that would 
lead to development similar to the Brooklyn Bridge Park. Bronxites should have 
quality waterfront access, and this project could make that happen,” said Borough 
President Diaz in his speech.

The report can be read here: http://bit.ly/bxwaterfront.

THE SPECIAL HARLEM RIVER 

WATERFRONT DISTRICT

Office of the Bronx Borough President

Ruben Diaz Jr.

An Overview of the Opportunity on the Bronx Waterfront 

between East 138th Street and East 149th Street

Borough President Diaz 
Releases Waterfront Report

By RUBEN DIAZ Jr.
Bronx Borough President

As 2013 came to a close, Bronx residents 
were reminded that many around the 
world suffer from a startling unawareness 
of our borough’s ongoing and impressive 
renaissance.

In particular, two rival political can-
didates in Paris became embroiled in a 
mean-spirited debate over whether Paris, 
which has seen its own crime rates rise 
in recent years, had become The Bronx. 
Not only was this unnecessarily offensive 
to the 1.4 million people who proudly 
call themselves Bronxites, it is entirely 
divorced from the facts on the ground.

In 2012, The Bronx saw its lowest crime 
rate since the early 1960’s. In 2013, those 
numbers got even better. Our murder rate 
fell roughly 27 percent, and shootings 
here fell about 25 percent.

These major gains in our borough are 
driving crime rates down for the entire 
city. 2013 was the safest year the City 
has ever seen since crime stats have been 
recorded, and the aforementioned Bronx 
numbers are responsible for a tremendous 
amount of that improvement. 

In fact, by certain metrics, The Bronx 
is safer than many of our neighbors, such 
as Philadelphia and Boston, thanks in 
no small part to the civic minded and 
community spirited people who make 

our borough their home.
New growth and new opportunity 

can be seen in every corner of the “New 
Bronx.” Innovative, inventive new proj-
ects are coming to life in every corner of 
the borough. Yet we are still faced with a 
false narrative, harkening back to a past 
that, while not forgotten, is by no means 
at the forefront of the minds of those 
who live in The Bronx today.

2014 is our centennial. 100 years ago, 
our borough became its own county, and 
the last 100 years have seen tremendous 
change in The Bronx. Every single day 
we see something new in The Bronx, 
something that may have been consid-
ered unthinkable just years ago. 

Who would have ever thought that 
The Bronx, the birthplace of hip-hop and 
salsa, would also be the future home of 
the greatest ice hockey and figure skat-
ing complex in the world? We have our 
coffee shops, gourmet restaurants, food 

producers and cocktail bars—just like 
our neighbors in Brooklyn and Queens. 

The last 100 years have seen major 
changes in The Bronx on all fronts--de-
mographically, culturally, economically. 
We are one of the most diverse places in 
the world, and we embrace that diversity.

We’re creating jobs, we’re building our 
infrastructure, and we’re taking advan-
tage of the interesting opportunities that 
present themselves to us. We are meeting 
our challenges head on, and the fruits of 
our labor can be seen in every corner of 
the “New Bronx.”

But we are working assiduously to re-
build and rebrand our borough, and it is 
time that those elsewhere—be it halfway 
around the world in Paris or right here in 
the five boroughs—recognize that work, 
and discard their devotion to the now 
ancient and outdated stereotypes of the 
1970’s and 1980’s.

It’s time for the world to take notice.
 

In May, Bronx Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. was honored by New York 
University’s McSilver Institute for Poverty 
Policy and Research for his work combat-
ing poverty for children and families in 
The Bronx and across the city.

The McSilver Institute for Poverty 
Policy and Research oversees numerous 
applied research studies aimed at address-
ing the root causes of poverty, as well 
as examining approaches to reduce its 
effects. McSilver’s studies are defined by 
research partnerships with policy makers, 
service organizations, and community 
stakeholders. An understanding of the 

On June 5, Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. addresses the crowd at the 
100th anniversary celebration of the 41st Precinct—the infamous “Fort Apache.” 
This precinct had 44 murders to date in 1990, and has zero so far in 2014. 

links between individuals, families, and 
communities to their external environ-
ments, as well as the interrelatedness 
of race and poverty guide McSilver’s 
research efforts. 

At a time when the number of children 
and families living in poverty is on the 
rise, it is critical that needs of highly 
vulnerable children and families are ad-
dressed.  McSilver will continue to work 
diligently to assist impoverished com-
munities nationally and internationally.

The McSilver Institute was founded 
in 2008 through the generosity of Con-
stance and Martin Silver.

BP Diaz honored by the McSilver Institute

Focusing on our ‘New Bronx’ agenda
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Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. has  
 released a new report, titled “An Action Plan 

for Fixing the Specialized High School Admis-
sions Process,” highlighting Bronx students’ 
severe underrepresentation in Specialized High 
Schools as a consequence of inadequate test-
preparation and other factors. The City’s Depart-
ment of Education (DOE), the report found, has 
failed to provide adequate opportunities for 
Bronx middle-school students to prepare for 
the Specialized High School Admissions Test 
(SHSAT), the sole metric in determining accep-
tance into eight of the City’s nine Specialized 
High Schools. 

The DOE created the Specialized High School 
Institute (SHSI), to address this issue. Unfortu-
nately, inadequate funding and implementation 
has caused it to fail to produce any meaningful 
results.  It is a 22-month extracurricular pro-
gram designed to assist eligible City public 
and private school students in preparing for 
the SHSAT, and is currently offered at only 
four Bronx sites out of 18 citywide locations. 

“The SHSI is a great program, and one that we  
want to see expanded in the Bronx. It is unfor-
tunate that the Department of Education has 
failed to articulate a plan that considers the 
unique challenges faced by children living in  
the Bronx.  At a time when fewer Bronx students 
are receiving offers to our two most prestigious 
public high schools - the Bronx High School 
of Science and the High School of American 
Studies at Lehman College - the DOE should 
be doing everything it can to bring more Bronx 
students into this program, not placing artificial 
limits on enrollment,” said Bronx Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr.

The report concludes that the SHSI’s eligibility  
requirements place Bronx students at a severe  
disadvantage. Among them is a 90 percent attend-
ance requirement that prevents Bronx students, 
who would otherwise have the potential to enroll 
in and succeed at a specialized high school, 
from gaining entrance into the prep program.

“The Department of Education has to create  
firm pathways for our neediest children to be  

successful. Without firm and defined standards 
and strategies that guarantee fair access, the 
policies of the DOE are meaningless,” said Dr. 
Betty A. Rosa, member, New York State Board 
of Regents.

Dr. Diane Ravitch, Research Professor of Educa-
tion at New York University, emphasized that 
the DOE “should create multiple measures to 
identify children in the Bronx who would ben-
efit by enrolling in a gifted program. Indeed, 
the Department should make greater efforts to 
recognize the gifts of every child in the Bronx.” 

The report offers several recommendations for 
the DOE to improve both the SHSI’s stringent 
eligibility criteria and the lack of proportional 
representation of Bronx students in Specialized  
High Schools. Among them are that the DOE 
guarantee the top 5% of each borough eighth 
grade class a seat in a specialized high school,  

that the top 15% of each Bronx middle school’s 
5th and 6th grades be given automatic offers  
into a SHSI program, that the number of special-
ized high school seats be increased across the 
City, either by expanding the existing schools 
or creating more Specialized High Schools; that 
the number of first graders accepted into gifted 
and talented programs be doubled, and that any 
student that qualifies for a gifted and talented 
program be guaranteed a seat.

“To grow the leaders of tomorrow, we must start  
today. We have some of the brightest middle 
school students in the City, if not the nation, right  
here in the Bronx. It is time for the Department of 
Education to provide the Bronx with the proper 
resources to make sure that their minds can 
thrive,” said Borough President Diaz.

A full copy of the report can be found at the following 
link: http://bit.ly/L3yYwJ

bOROugH PResiDent Diaz caLLs On DOe tO ReFORM 
sPeciaLizeD HigH scHOOL aDMissiOns
Reports Shows That the DOE has Failed to Provide Adequate Opportunities to Bronx Students;
Calls for Increased Opportunities for Bronx and City Students on SHS, Gifted & Talented Classes

In February, Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. joined The Bronx  
Museum of the Arts to celebrate Black History Month 2012. Here, Borough 
President Diaz  and Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene stand with 
honorees from the event, including Leroy Richard-Archible, Rev. Fredrick 
Crawford of the Union Grove Baptist Church, the Hon. Elizabeth Audrey 
Taylor, Justice, Bronx County Supreme Court and Bernel Arthur Richardson, 
chairman of United Leadership of the Bronx.

bLack HistORY MOntH 2012

borough President Diaz 
Works to bring Metro north 
to the east bronx
Since taking office in 2009, Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. has  
been working with businesses, elected officials, community organizations  
and the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to bring Metro North 
Rail Road service to the east Bronx communities of Co-op City, 
Parkchester, Morris Park and Hunts Point.

The plan would use existing rail infrastructure and, if and when it was  
completed, would offer rail services to tens of thousands of Bronxites 
and transform commuting options across the region. 

In November, Borough President Diaz held a meeting with dozens of 
stakeholders to gauge their interest in the plan, and those in attendance 
were unanimously in favor of the plan. The MTA is currently studying 
the feasibility of the proposal.

“While some may be concerned with costs, in the long run this proposal 
would save money, as it would eliminate our borough’s overreliance 
on buses,” said Borough President Diaz. “I will continue to work with 
officials on all levels of government in order to make certain that this 
major project finally becomes a reality in the East Bronx.”

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. celebrated St. Patrick’s Day with the students from the Flynn School for Irish 
Dance at his annual Bronx Irish Heritage Celebration in March. The event took place at the Rambling House in 
Woodlawn, and drew a crowd of more than 150 from all corners of the Bronx.
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FreshDirect expands  
service to the bronx
Online Grocer Now Accepts Orders From All Bronx Zip Codes; FreshDirect Wins USDA Approval To 
Launch Food Stamp Pilot Program; Initiative Could Lead To Food Stamp Policy Change

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. has announced the 
introduction of the Health Impact Statement resolution into 

the City Council. Introduced by City Council Member Helen Diane 
Foster at the behest of Borough President Diaz, the Health Impact 
Assessment Resolution calls for a new citywide policy guarantee-
ing that significant health related analysis will occur prior to 
planning, zoning, and development.  

The policy would ensure that new development does not have an 
adverse impact on the health and well-being of neighborhoods 
across the City. The Health Impact Statement assessment would 
evaluate health impacts and outcomes not currently addressed by 
Environmental Impact Assessments.

“My administration, together with our City Council delegation, has 
taken steps toward making our building stock more environmentally- 
friendly and now more health conscious. I believe that together, we  
can determine how the utilization of these policies will lead to improved 
health outcomes not just here in the Bronx, but across the City,” said 
Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.  Borough President Diaz first 

mentioned the importance of health impact assessments during his 
State of the Borough address last year and on January 10, 2012, 
Borough President Diaz hosted the Bronx’s first Health Impact 
Assessment planning meeting at Hostos Community College.   

In the meeting representatives from government, education, health, 
and not-for-profit agencies, highlighted how the well-being of com-
munities is determined by a wide range of economic, social, and 
environmental influences, and discussed how the utilization of the 
Health Impact Assesment will lead to improving health among 
Bronx residents. 

The Health Impact Assessment Resolution also calls for increased 
collaboration between the Department of City Planning, the Economic 
Development Corporation, and the Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene, to ensure that health is regularly taken into account in 
development-related decision-making. 

For more information about the Health Impact Statement Assesment, 
visit www.bronxboropres.nyc.gov.

borough President Diaz announces  
the introduction of the Health impact  
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FreshDirect has announced that it is now  
accepting delivery orders from every zip  

code in the Bronx, expanding access to fresh,  
healthy groceries.
 
Earlier this year, FreshDirect partnered with 
Governor Cuomo, Mayor Bloomberg, and 
Borough President Diaz to announce that the 
leading fresh food Internet grocer will invest 
$112.6 million to build its new headquarters 
at Harlem River Yard.
 
The move will create 1,000 new jobs to support  
our continued growth over time and will retain 
2,000 existing jobs. In addition, the actual 
construction of the new headquarters will 
create approximately 684 construction jobs.
 
FreshDirect has also secured approval for a 
novel pilot program that it hopes will result 
in changing a federal policy that currently 
keeps food stamp recipients from using their  
benefits to purchase groceries over the Internet.  
This pilot program will enable food stamp re- 
cipients at a few Bronx locations to purchase 
groceries from FreshDirect and will enable 
the company to identify regulatory modifications 
that may need to be made to the Electronic 
Benefits Transfer, the system that supports 
food stamp transactions.
 
FreshDirect agreed to expand its service to 
the Bronx, and to accept EBT, as part of an 
agreement the company signed with Bor-
ough President Diaz and the Bronx Overall 
Economic Development Corporation. The 
company has also made commitments on 
local hiring and acquiring a greener, clean-
er delivery fleet.

 “Throughout the relocation process, Fresh-
Direct has been focused on the needs of Bronx 
residents, so much so that the company signed 
a comprehensive MOU with my office out- 
lining their commitment to the Bronx on service 
expansion, accepting food stamps, local hiring  
and other key concerns,” said Borough Presi- 
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. “This announcement shows  

that FreshDirect is ready to live up to those 
commitments ahead of schedule, years 
before making the Bronx their official home.  
I am pleased with FreshDirect’s plans to  
expand its delivery zones to every corner 
of the borough. Ultimately, this move will 
offer residents increased healthy grocery 
options.”

Last July, Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. and State Senator Jeff Klein co-sponsored the 
Bronx’s annual Independence Day celebration at Orchard Beach. Here, Borough President Diaz 
and State Senator Klein join Assemblyman Marcos Crespo, Assemblyman Carl Heastie and State 
Senator Diane Savino in showing their patriotism at the event, which is attended by thousands  
of Bronxites and features music and fireworks.
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BOROUGH PRESIDENT DIAZ
CELEBRATES BRONX WEEK 2014

Swizz Beatz, David Zayas, Rachel Ticotin, William M. Colon III and Priscilla Lopez 
Inducted to Bronx Walk of Fame during County’s Gala Centennial Celebration

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. officially 
launched Bronx Week 2014 in May, hosting a celebra-
tion of the “Best of the Bronx” at the newly-opened 
Gun Hill Brewery on Laconia Avenue.

At the event, Borough President Diaz announced that 
five Bronx natives—Grammy-award winning hip-hop 
producer Swizz Beatz, actor and star of Showtime’s 
“Dexter” David Zayas, film and TV star Rachel Ticotin, 
New York Jets offensive lineman William M. Colon III 
and Tony-award winner Priscilla Lopez would be this 
year’s inductees to the Bronx Walk of Fame.

“2014 is our county’s centennial, and I can think of 
no better way to celebrate the best of our borough than 
by welcoming home these five individuals, who have 
made a major impact in their respective fields, back to 
where it all began, right here in The Bronx,” said Bronx 
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.

“Bronx Week is where we showcase the Borough’s 
rich history, its institutions, and cultural diversity. This 
is an exciting time to be in The Bronx, especially this 
year as we celebrate the last 100 years. Bronx Week is 
just the beginning and we have a slew of events lined 
up across the Borough as part of our Bronx centennial 
celebration,” said Bronx Tourism Council Executive 
Director Olga Luz Tirado.

“Bronx Week is a way to honor Bronx businesses, 
veterans, seniors, youth, volunteers and our hometown 
greats. It is a week devoted to the people who matter 
most to this borough. Tourism is up, crime is down and 
what has been accomplished in the area of economic 
development here in the Bronx is outstanding. Now’s 
a great time to learn more, during Bronx Week 2014,” 
said Marlene Cintron, President of the Bronx Overall 
Economic Development Corporation.

With over 14 years of creating music for some of the 
biggest musicians in music history, Grammy-winner 
Swizz Beatz has contributed to the sale of over 280 
million records in just the US alone, working with the 
likes of Jay-Z, DMX, Beyonce, Kanye West, and Bono to 
name a few.  When not creating music, Swizz is an avid 
art collector and painter whose goal is to inspire new 
artists around the world to express themselves and is 
working on opening his own international “new artist” 
art gallery. He is also a philanthropist who is involved 
in many charities and recently served as the first Global 
Ambassador for New York City’s Health and Hospitals 
Corporation. He is also heavily involved with the Bronx 
Charter School for the Arts and, more recently, was 
accepted into the Harvard Business School’s Owner/
President Management  for executives of top-billing 
companies.

A resident of Riverdale, David Zayas was born and 
raised in The Bronx, originally from Hunts Point and 

then later the family moved to the Soundview. He 
attended Adlai E. Stevenson High School and after 
graduating joined The United States Air Force. After 
his time in the service, David returned back to The 
Bronx and joined the NYPD, where he served for 15 
years before retiring in 2000. Zayas began his acting 
career in 1992 in theater. He is best known for his role 
as “Angel Batista” on the Golden Globe-nominated psy-
chological drama “Dexter.” His other television credits 
include “Oz,” “New York Undercover,” “Law & Order,” 
and “NYPD Blue.” He has also starred in numerous 
films, including “The Expendables,” “Sixteen Blocks,” 
“Bringing Out the Dead” and “The Interpreter.”  Zayas 
will next star opposite Helen Hunt in the indie feature 
“Ride,” the upcoming film remake of the 1982 movie 
musical “Annie” opposite Jamie Foxx and Cameron 
Diaz, and can currently be seen as “Junior” in the series 
Saint George opposite George Lopez for FX.

Rachel Ticotin was born and raised, along with her five 
siblings, in The Bronx. Her father Abraham was a used 
car salesman on Jerome Avenue and her mother Iris, 
after raising most of their children, became a bilingual 
teacher for the New York City public school system.  Ms. 
Ticotin began her career, along with her sister Nancy 
and brother Marcus, in a production of The King and 
I at City Center. She would then go on, along with her 

sister Nancy, to become one of the founding members 
of Tina Ramirez’s Ballet Hispanico of New York dance 
company.  After a switch of careers Ms. Ticotin became 
an actress and began her film career co-starring in Fort 
Apache, The Bronx. Since then she has appeared in 
many films, stage, and television shows such as “Total 
Recall,” “Don Juan de Marco,” “Con Air,” “Man on 
Fire,” “Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants” and “Law & 
Order: Los Angeles.” She currently mentors and works 
with students at the La Guardia High School for the 
Performing Arts and is currently a student in the school 
of General Studies at Columbia University.

William M. Colon III is entering his second season 
as the starting right guard for the New York Jets.  He 
entered the NFL in 2006 as a fourth-round draft pick 
of the Pittsburgh Steelers and went on to win Super 
Bowl XLIII in January 2009.  A Bronx native, Colon 
played college football at Hofstra University in Long 
Island after he earned the outstanding defensive 
player award at Cardinal Hayes High School. Colon 
is passionate about giving back and dedicates his off 
the field philanthropic work to The Alliance for Lupus 
Research as well as hosting an annual Thanksgiving 
Turkey giveaway benefiting those less fortunate in the 
Melrose Section of The Bronx.

Born on Simpson Street, Priscilla Lopez has been 
a fixture of stage and screen since the 1960’s, and in 
1980 won the Tony Award for Best Featured Actress in 
a Musical for her performance in “A Day in Hollywood 
/ A Night in the Ukraine.” Ms. Lopez was a part of the 
original production of “A Chorus Line,” and appeared as 
Camilla in the Broadway production of “In The Heights” 
from 2008-2011. She has also appeared in “Maid in 
Manhattan,” “Law & Order,” “All in the Family,” and 
recently completed production on the film version of 
the off-Broadway hit, “Tony & Tina’s Wedding.”

Bronx Week 2014 was made possible thanks to the 
support of the Montefiore Medical Center, the principal 
sponsor of this year’s events.

“Montefiore is proud to support Bronx Week, a great 
annual celebration that brings the borough together 
and promotes healthy living,” said Steven M. Safyer, 
M.D., president and CEO of Montefiore Health System. 
“As an institution committed to improving the health 
of the communities we serve, Montefiore not only 
provides high quality, patient-centered health care, but 
we also work to ensure all Bronx residents have access 
to health coverage.”

Other Bronx Week 2014 sponsors included Healthfirst, 
HealthPlus Amerigroup, Affinity Health Plan, Center-
Light Healthcare, conEdison, Lehman College, Bronx 
Community College, Hostos Community College, 
Metro Plus Health Plan, Cablevision, WellCare, VNSNY, 
Mercy College, Jewish Home Lifecare, Fordham Uni-
versity, News 12, Domino’s, Bronxnet, Coco Delicioso 
Helado, and the Bronx Design Group.

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. joins the 2014 Bronx Walk of Fame honorees in a show of Bronx 
Pride at this year’s Bronx Ball. The honorees were (left to right) actor David Zayas, hip-hop mogul Swizz Beatz, 
actress Rachel Ticotin, NFL star William M. Colon III and Broadway star Priscilla Lopez.

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. unveils the official Bronx County Historical Society “Bronx Afghan” during 
this year’s Bronx Walk of Fame induction ceremony.
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borough President  
Ruben Diaz Jr. and 
state sen. gustavo  
Rivera Launch the  
second Year of the 
bronx can Health  
initiative
Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., State Senator Gustavo Rivera,  

 Montefiore Medical Center, and other community health partners 
launched the second year of the Bronx CAN Health Initiative on Saturday, 
June 2nd at St. James Park. Dozens of Bronxites participated in Saturday’s 
health fair, taking advantage of blood pressure and diabetes screenings, 
a free Zumba class and the advice of health care professionals. 

“As an elected official that represents part of the Bronx, I was extremely 
concerned to learn that our borough the unhealthiest in the state and 
that there are higher rates of childhood obesity, diabetes and other 
preventable diseases in the 33rd Senate District,”  said Senator Gustavo  
Rivera.  “That is why last year when we launched the Bronx CAN Health 
Initiative, I pledged to make myself an example, losing over 27 lbs. since last 
June. This year I have pledged to continue to lose between 10-15 lbs. 
adhering to long-term goals that will ultimately have an enormous 
impact on my overall health. I encourage all Bronxites who haven’t 
already joined me, to join me in taking the  Bronx CAN Health Chal-
lenge this year so that together we can make the Bronx healthier.” 

“I am delighted that the Bronx CAN Health Initiative is beginning its  
second year of education, inspiration and motivation for healthier life- 
styles.  This year we will again launch the CAN Health Challenge, led by 
Senator Rivera, encouraging Bronxites to set some strategic wellness goals 
for the summer months.  We are also putting the finishing touches on 
a CAN Retail Challenge that is aimed at educating our Bronx retailers 
on the minor but significant adjustments they can make to provide healthier 
food options to their consumers,” said Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.   

“I am thrilled to join Senator Rivera and Borough President Diaz Jr. in 
the launch of the Bronx CAN Health Initiative” said Steven M. Safyer, 
MD, President & CEO of Montefiore Medical Center. “Our community 
leaders set tremendous examples for us, as does the partnership behind 
this important initiative. Montefiore is committed to furthering these 
efforts to promote physical exercise and healthier eating-choices crucial 
to reducing the rates of obesity and diabetes and to advancing the 
health of our borough. 

“The Committee of Interns and Residents is pleased to be partnering 
with the Bronx CAN Initiative for the second year in a row, “ said Dr. 
Yusef Williams, Family Medicine Resident at Bronx Lebanon Hospital.  
“As physicians practicing in the Bronx, we understand the importance 
of community projects like the Bronx CAN Initiative to empower Bronxites 
to make healthier choices.  We applaud Senator Rivera’s and the Borough 
President’s commitment to making the Bronx a healthier borough and 
we look forward to supporting the initiative.” 

The Bronx CAN Health Initiative was launched in response to the Robert  
Wood Johnson Foundation’s study that showed the Bronx as the unhealth-
iest county in the state of New York. This initiative will tackle issues 
of obesity, nutrition, exercise and access to preventative health in the 
Bronx. The month of June will be focused on physical fitness and exercise. 

In June, Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. and State Senator Gustavo Rivera, together 
with Montefiore Medical Center and other community health partners launched the second 
year of the Bronx CAN Health Initiative at St. James Park on Jerome Avenue.

Over the course of his three years as Bronx Borough  
 President, Ruben Diaz Jr. has been at the forefront  

of major rezoning efforts to increase business and resi- 
dential development opportunities in the Bronx. This 
year, his administration helped lead the Bronx’s biggest 
rezoning initiative since the development of Co-op 
City in the late 1960’s: the revitalization of the West 
Farms neighborhood. “When United States President  
Jimmy Carter visited West Farms in 1977, he witnessed 
firsthand a blighted, rundown Charlotte Street. Today,  

that area is filled with dozens of private homes and 
now with this rezoning effort we’re looking at a bright 
future as we rewrite our history through new devel-
opment,” said Borough President Diaz.

Signature Urban Properties bought several blocks on  
West Farms Road and proposed the massive neigh- 
borhood renovation. The project will feature 10 high-
rise buildings that will include 1,300 new housing 
units, 30,000 square feet of retail space and a new 
school, creating more than 400 jobs in the process. 
This development will also include new public space, 
have a heavy “green” component, and will serve as  
the blueprint for developers across the nation county. 
In an effort to attract new affordable housing and 
new business ventures along Webster Avenue, Bor-
ough President Diaz also threw his support for rezon-
ing approximately 80 blocks in the Bedford Park  
and Norwood communities.

“I would like to see Webster Avenue transform into  
a vibrant, inviting and safe residential and com-

mercial business area. I strongly believe that this 
rezoning effort will accomplish that and at the same 
time it will also benefit our entire Borough,” Diaz said. 
Borough President Diaz has also helped bring about 
the much anticipated rezoning of the Williamsbridge 
and Baychester communities, which will help bring 
about new growth along the area’s commercial corri-
dors, including White Plains Road and Gun Hill Road.

“The rezoning of the northeast Bronx will usher in 
critical new development, and help bring new com-
mercial opportunities to these important neighbor-
hoods,” said Borough President Diaz. Other major 
projects to provide opportunities for new residential 
and commercial development include, rezoning eight 
blocks along the 161st Street and River Avenue corridors 
and a plan to rezone all or portions of seventy-five 
blocks along Third and Tremont Avenues. “We’ve made 
great strides in major rezoning efforts that will lead 
to increased development in areas that are primed 
for new growth,” Diaz said.

borough President 
Diaz Helps Pave the 
Way For bronx  
Revitalization 

The summer of 2012 will 
bring highly-anticipated 

family fun events to 
The Bronx! Don’t miss out! 

Keep checking our website 
for more information.

www.ilovethebronx.com

‘Taste of The Bronx’ 
highlights the culinary
treasures of the borough

Steven M. Safyer, MD, President and 
Chief Executive Officer of Montefio-
re, Bronx native Lynda Lopez, Bronx 
native and music superstar Jennifer 
Lopez, and Bronx Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr. discussed the health 
issues and concerns of The Bronx in 
June, when the Lopez sisters joined 
with Montefiore to launch the Cen-
ter for a Healthy Childhood. The new 
initiative between the Lopez Family 
Foundation and Montefiore aims to 
promote healthy living through com-
munity health programming, positive 
messages to raise children’s self-image 
and a healthy environment so every 
woman, child and family can achieve 
their full potential.

BP partners with J-Lo 
and Montefiore to
enhance health care 
for Bronx kids

Strike up the Band at
Bronx Week Celebration

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
watches The Bennington Band of P.S. 76 

perform at the annual Bronx Week pa-
rade and festival. The event showcases the 

best of The Bronx, and everything that 
makes the borough a great place to live, 

work and raise a family. 

On Thursday, June 19, Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. joined The Coca-Cola 
Company to host “Taste of The Bronx.” The 
event, which featured over 20 Bronx restau-
rants and food producers, took place at Co-
ca-Cola’s midtown headquarters, and provid-
ed an opportunity for food writers, food blog-
gers and food industry professionals a chance 
to sample some of the great culinary options 
produced in Bronx County. Here, Borough 
President Diaz samples an offering produced 
by B. Blossom Catering, which specializes in 
organic and vegetarian food.
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In April, Bronx Borough President Ruben    
 Diaz Jr. and Mercy College - in conjunction  

with Bronx-based Harry S. Truman High 
School in Co-op City - announced the launch 
of The Bronx Achievement Pact, an inno-
vative new educational initiative that aims 
to raise high school graduation rates, en- 
hance college readiness and maximize 
college enrollment. 

“This innovative program has the potential to  
change the way we prepare our students for  
college not just here in the Bronx, but across the 
entire City,” said Bronx Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr. “At my education summit last 
fall, I called on our education service pro-
viders to develop new, innovative ways to 
improve college-readiness in our borough, 
and I am thrilled that both Mercy College 
and Truman High School have answered 
that call with the Bronx Achievement Pact.”

By leveraging the resources of colleges and 
universities and collaborating with existing 
public high schools, the Bronx Achievement  
Pact is a comprehensive and scalable solution 
to the education crisis. Educational indicators 
in the Bronx are the lowest in New York City, 
with just 59% of Bronx students graduating from 
high school and only 17% considered “college 
ready” by the New York State Education 
Department. The Bronx Achievement Pact 
will expand opportunities for Bronx students 
by bridging the gap between high school and 
college to raise high school graduation rates, 
improve college readiness and increase  
college enrollment.

“A quality education is the critical factor  
in achieving economic success, personal 

satisfaction and social stability,” said Mercy 
College President Dr. Kimberly Cline. “The 
Bronx Achievement Pact will improve edu-
cational outcomes for Bronx students and 
secure a better and more prosperous future 
for generations of Bronx residents. We are 
excited to undertake this revolutionary ini-
tiative with our committed partners, and we 
look forward to further collaboration with 
additional partners as we move ahead.” 

The Bronx Achievement Pact uses a compre-
hensive strategy that integrates successful 
high school and college experiences:

Early College Program: Offering students 30 
hours of transferable college credits during 
the regular high school day, with the option 
of completing an additional 30 credits to earn  
an Associate’s degree during summers, 
weekends and school breaks, all at no cost 
to students or their parents.

College and Career Exploration: Building 
awareness about all aspects of the college 
process and various career pathways.

Learning Excellence: Facilitating focused 
tutoring and mentoring relationships be-
tween high school and college students.

Summer Support: Engaging struggling students 
by sharpening skills in literacy, math and 
critical thinking and exposing them to college.

Parent and Community Engagement: Pro-
viding parents with the knowledge and skills 
to support their children on the path to and 
through college.

“Student success in school - both in achieve-
ment and aspiration - is largely a function 
of the dedication of the adults guiding the 
students: the teachers and the parents,” said 
Mercy College School of Education Dean 
Alfred S. Posamentier. 

“The Mercy College School of Education is 
dedicated to producing first rate teachers 
and administrators for the Bronx Achievement 
Pact, as well as establishing a Parent Center 

at our Bronx campus that will serve the en-
tire borough and should be a paradigm for 
the rest of the City.”

Mercy College will partner with Harry S. 
Truman High School in the Bronx to pilot the 
Bronx Achievement Pact in September 2012. 
It will expand to include one additional high 
school in September 2013, and then will con-
tinue to expand into 2-5 schools each year 
until all Bronx high schools with a graduation 
rate below 70% can join the Bronx Achieve-
ment Pact.

“The Bronx Achievement Pact is the bridge 
that students need to make a successful 
transition from high school to college,” said 
Harry S Truman High School Principal, Sana 
Q. Nasser.  “Bronx students will be fortunate 
enough to have the support that they need 
to gain acceptance into college, but also to 
flourish as life-long scholars.  Truman High 
School is honored to be partnered with the 
Bronx Borough President and Mercy College 
on such a tremendous opportunity that will 
benefit many students.”

To support its growth over the next several 
decades, the Bronx Achievement Pact aims 
to raise $100 million in operating and endow- 
ment funds.  This funding will allow the ini-
tiative to sustain and expand programming, 
ensuring that all students in our target schools 
can take advantage of the Bronx Achieve-
ment Pact.

bOROugH PResiDent Diaz, MeRcY cOLLege 
anD tRuMan HigH scHOOL cOLLabORate tO 
LauncH innOvative PROgRaM: tHe bROnX 
acHieveMent Pact

initiative aims to improve 
educational Outcomes in the 
bronx by Raising High school 
graduation Rates, enhancing 
college Readiness and Maxi-
mizing college enrollment

bOROugH PResiDent Diaz RaLLies FOR LaDDeR 53
City Island Firehouse Once Again Faces Potential Closure
 

In June, Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. joined City Council Member  
  Jimmy Vacca and more than 100 residents of City Island to protest the 

proposed closure of Ladder 53, the only firehouse located on City Island.
 
This is the fourth straight year that a mayoral budget has proposed elimi-
nating Ladder 53 on City Island. If Ladder 53 were to close, it would take the 
next-nearest ladder company over ten minutes to respond to an emergency,  
if neither of the two drawbridges leading onto the island were raised.
 
That would give City Island the longest first-alarm response time citywide, 
creating a serious risk for a community lined with wood-frame homes,  
marinas, boatyards, and restaurants.
 
“Once again, City Island is forced to stand up and demand that this  
community is treated fairly, and that it gets the fire services it deserves. 
We successfully defended Ladder 53 for the past three budget cycles,  
and working together, I know we will do so once again,” said Bronx  
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.

In June, Borough President Diaz joined Councilman Vacca at a rally to oppose the closure of Ladder 53 on City Island.

Borough President Diaz holds ‘Respect Our Block’ poster contest
Contest Encouraged Bronx Students to Help Keep Their Neighborhoods Clean

In March, Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
announced the launch of the “Respect Our Block” 
Poster Contest. The contest was open to elementary, 
middle and high school students across the borough, 
and invited individual students or groups of students 
to create a poster urging their neighbors to “Respect 
Our Block.”

“Warmer weather is coming soon, and we want to 
make sure our streets and our parks are clean so that 
we can all enjoy the outdoors. This poster contest will 
help Bronx students display their own community 
spirit, and I hope that students from every corner of 
the borough participate in this contest and help keep 
their neighborhood clean,” said Borough President 
Diaz at the launch.

Two winners were chosen as part of the contest, 
and were announced at a press conference in June. 
They were Aliya Victor, a kindergarten student at P.S. 
121—The Throop School, near Allerton Avenue and 
Marielys Perez, a fifth grader at P.S. 100 in Soundview.

Borough President Diaz hosted a press conference to 
announce the two winners. The day included a lunch 
with the borough president, and each student received 
an e-reader as their prize. 

The “Respect Our Block” contest, which is part of 
the borough’s ongoing centennial celebrations, was 
launched in response to concerns and complaints raised 
by Bronxites to the Borough President’s Office regard-
ing litter, pet waste and other issues that can make a 
neighborhood look unappealing. Through this contest, 
Borough President Diaz hopes to engage the children 
of The Bronx and use their energy to make our streets 
cleaner and increase pride in The Bronx.

“It is never too early to get our youth involved in 
their communities. Through this contest, we can help 
instill a strong love for The Bronx in our students while 
making our communities nicer. We encourage students 
and teachers alike to get involved, and tell the world 
to ‘Respect Our Block!’” said Borough President Diaz.

“This contest will not only emphasize the importance 
of respecting our borough and neighborhoods, but it 
will also plant a positive sense of civic responsibility in 
our young Bronxites and provide a significant service 
by reminding people to help prevent the many qual-
ity of life issues that flare up in the warmer months. I 
want to thank Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
for creating this contest, and I look forward to seeing 
what our many talented students in The Bronx come 
up with,” said Council Member James Vacca.

“The ‘Respect our Block’ contest is a wonderful op-
portunity for our youth to demonstrate their creativity 
while highlighting their neighborhoods. I can’t think of 
a better way to continue the renaissance than encour-
aging Bronx pride in our borough’s kids,” said Council 
Member Annabel Palma.

 “I applaud the efforts by our Borough President to 
encourage Bronxites to promote opportunities to en-
hance the beauty of our beloved borough through the 
launch of “Respect Our Block” Poster Contest.   This 
is a thoughtful approach to allow our future leaders, 
our youth, of the Bronx to use their creative skills to 
raise the pride and spirit of our residents,” said Council 
Member Vanessa L. Gibson

“We have a strong sense of pride here in The Bronx 
and I encourage students from all corners of the borough 

cleanliness of their immediate living environments; from streets 
and sidewalks to parks and recreational facilities.  It is my hope 
that the ‘Respect Our Block’ Initiative of Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Diaz, will serve to remind our youth and adults, that the care 
and cleanliness they provide for their living environments, is a 
“reflection” of themselves and what they aspire to become,” said 
John Dudley, District Manager for Bronx Community Board #3.

“It is our hope that this initiative will foster a moral 
discernment not only within our youth but all commu-
nity residents and encourage an action towards personal 
responsibility.”   Jose Rodriguez, District Manager of 
Bronx Community Board #4. 

“As the Chair of Community Board 7 and past teacher, 
I know that our youth care about the blocks they live 
on and would enjoy such an opportunity to artistically 
express their desire for all Bronxites to take pride in, love 
and cherish the communities they live in,” said Adaline 
Walker Santiago, Chairperson of Bronx Community Board #7.

to show off their pride by entering the ‘Respect Our 
Block’ poster contest.  I applaud Borough President Diaz 
for creating this initiative and I am looking forward to 
seeing all of the students inspiring work,” said Council 
Member Andrew Cohen. 

“I commend the Borough President for his innovative 
approach to youth engagement through the ‘Respect 
Our Block’ Poster Contest. It’s my hope that these kinds 
of creative initiatives will better enable us to cultivate 
among Bronx youth a long term commitment to the 
responsible stewardship of the borough,” said Council 
Member Ritchie Torres.

“As district manager for Bronx Community Board #3, which 
services the communities of Morrisania, Melrose, Claremont, 
Crotona Park East, Bathgate and Woodstock in the Bronx, I 
applaud Bronx Borough President Diaz in his effort to raise the 
consciousness of adults and youth between the ages of 6 to 18, 
about becoming ‘stakeholders’ and ‘guardians’ for ensuring the 

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. has written a letter to Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, asking the mayor to support a three-year pilot program for 
ferry service in Soundview.

“History clearly attributes the profound success of New York City to 
its ports and waterways. Rediscovering and reinventing how these same 
assets can be used today is what I believe this ferry service proposal rep-
resents. This proposal deserves to be tested, and it is my hope that, in 
partnership with your office, we can make this pilot program a reality,” 
wrote Borough President Diaz in his letter to Mayor de Blasio.

The full letter can be read on nyc.gov/1mwQbq5.
Others  joined Borough President Diaz to support the three-year pilot 

proposal.
“Residents in my community have long-endured grueling and often 

hours-long commutes by subways and buses, and on congested roadways. 
Over time these commutes take an emotional and economic toll on fami-
lies racing between work and child care. That’s why I have long supported 
bringing ferry service to the Bronx. It will not only bring about dramatic 
quality-of-life improvements, but also reduce overcrowding on public transit 
and cut down on traffic-related pollution. I’m pleased to see Borough Presi-
dent Diaz making Soundview ferry service a priority, and I urge the mayor to 
adopt the three-year pilot plan,” said Council Member Annabel Palma.

“It is high time that the Bronx is connected to the other four via bor-

oughs via ferry. Let’s start with Soundview to employ the blue highway 
to ease commutes, create jobs and provide needed transportation service 
to underserved communities in the Bronx and throughout the City of 
New York,” said Roland Lewis, President & CEO of the Metropolitan Wa-
terfront Alliance. 

In his “State of the Borough” address in February, Borough President 
Diaz called for expanded ferry service in Soundview as part of an in-
creased push for transit options in The Bronx.

“It’s time we embark on our innovative ideas. It’s time to bring ferry service 
to Soundview. This plan would open up new transit options for thousands of 
Bronx commuters. A recent study found the Soundview route to be among the 
most promising ferry sites in the city, and noted that property values and new 
development has grown faster at current ferry locations. Working with Coun-
cil Member Annabel Palma, we will see similar growth here.

BP Diaz Asks Mayor to Support Soundview Ferry pilot plan

NEED HELP? 
Call our Constituent Services Unit! 

We can be reached at (718) 590-3554

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. stands with the family and teachers of the two winners of his “Respect 
Our Block” Poster Contest. They are Aliya Victor, a kindergarten student at P.S. 121—The Throop School, near 
Allerton Avenue and Marielys Perez, a fifth grader at P.S. 100 in Soundview. Aliya’s poster is pictured on the 
left above, and Marielys’ poster is pictured on the right.
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