OFFICE OF THE BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT
THE BRONX COUNTY BUILDING
851 GRAND CONCOURSE
TEL. 718-590-3500
BRONX, NEW YORK 10451

RUBEN DIAZ JR. FAX.718-590-3537
BOROUGH PRESIDENT E-MAIL: rdiazjr@bronxbp.nyc.gov

November 21, 2013

Hon. Janette Sadik-Khan

Commissioner

New York City Department of Transportation
55 Water Street

New York, NY 10041

Dear Commissioner Sadik-Khan:

I write to request that your agency take immediate action towards the repair of the cement Italian flag that
had been located at the intersection of Arthur Avenue and East 187" Street, but was thoughtlessly paved
over earlier this week.

The Belmont community has for decades been the center of Italian culture not just for the Bronx, but for
the entire city and perhaps the northeast. Millions of visitors come to Belmont each year to shop for
authentic Italian goods, as well as to sample some of the best Italian cuisine in the United States. This
iconic flag was a recognizable landmark for visitors, and represented something of a welcome mat for
those coming to Belmont.

Now that it has been paved over, we have heard only vague declarations that a new design would replace
the flag sometime next year. In fact, we have no idea what this design will look like, or if it will be
painted on the street rather than installed permanently.

In order to be made whole, any new flag must be installed into the street and not simply painted on the
asphalt. In addition, the Department of Transportation should pay for the replacement in full, and allow
for local business leaders, elected officials and others to offer meaningful input on the future installation.
Lastly, the process needs to begin immediately, so that construction can begin as soon as the weather will
allow for it in Spring 2014.

The Belmont/Arthur Avenue section of the Bronx is one of the most famous tourist attractions our city
has to offer, and it needs to be made whole again. The process of replacing this landmark must begin right
away.

Please fa¢l free to reach out to me personally, so that we may begin this process in partnership.

uben Diaz Jr.
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